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Performance evaluation of National Natural Science Funds
for Young Scholars and influencing factors

Zheng Shiming Ren Liuqging
(School o f Public Administration s Central South University , Changsha 410083)

Abstract Based on 1780 samples extracted from the website of National Natural Science Funds, we evalu-
ate the fund programs. Taking the evaluation results as dependent variable, we analyze factors that influ-
ence the research findings of national natural science funds for young scholars. Meanwhile, we build the in-
dex based on the output to fund ratio to test the validity of former evaluation indicators system through cor-
relation analysis. Our results show that project fund share, working place., subject and age of researchers
show significant impact on research findings. Because there are big differences among the research difficulty
of different disciplines, the experiment conditions and equipment requirements of researches and the time
allocation of researchers, we can set up the fund project performance evaluation system according to the sci-
ence department classification when doing the actual performance evaluation. At last, the research will put
forward pointed suggestions as important decision-making basis for promoting the healthy growth of young
talents, using management method uniting normative research and empirical research.

Key words National Natural Science Funds for Young Scholars; funding policy; evaluation indicators sys-
tem; evaluation



